
Students: Apply for the Fall 2021
Liberal Arts Action Lab by Friday, April
16th
Through the Action Lab, Hartford
community partners propose research
projects to pursue in collaboration with
student and faculty teams. Students earn
two credits to learn community-engaged
research methods and gain experience in
applying them. Students are invited to
apply to join one of the fall 2021 teams.
The teams will work on four projects: Frog
Hollow Storytelling, Community
Ownership, Neighborhood Investment,
and Energy Efficiency.
More information and apply.

Recognizing CHER Program
Anniversaries
Several CHER programs are recognizing
anniversaries in 2020 and 2021. We are
reflecting on twenty-five years of
community learning, twenty years of Trinfo
Café, twenty years of the Learning
Corridor, ten years of the community
garden at Trinfo, and forty years of the
Office of Community Service and Civic
Engagement. “The confluence of these
anniversaries illustrates Trinity’s long-
standing commitment to Hartford as an
institutional partner, neighbor, and
steward,” writes Carlos Espinosa.
Read more.

Students Develop Leadership Skills
through Environmental Engagement
From ConnPIRG’s office in the basement
of Mather Hall to the Multicultural Affairs
Council’s plot at the Trinfo garden to
composting on Crescent Street, student
work toward a more sustainable
community is touching all corners of
campus. ConnPIRG student leader Cece
Lagosmarino ‘24 writes that their Zero
Waste campaign "has been a way for me
to channel my love of the environment into
real world action alongside like-minded
peers, which is super cool!”
Read more here.

CHER Collaborates with SINA on
Community Convening, Vaccine Survey
Hartford community leaders gathered in
March for the first Southside Institutions
Neighborhood Alliance (SINA) community
connections convening. The CHER team
collaborated with SINA to plan and host
the virtual meeting, which SINA hopes to
convene three times per year. The March
meeting focused on the COVID-19
response and vaccine access in Hartford.
Abby Fisher Williamson and Olivia
Painchaud '21 also assisted SINA in
designing a vaccine access survey.
Read more here.

Shouting Out Engaged Alumni
This month we’re recognizing two alumni
who continue to build partnerships
between the College and the city –
Shanelle Morris ‘16 and Jack Hale ‘70.
Shanelle is the program director of the
Grow Hartford Youth Program at Hartford
Food System. She is the community
partner for the Liberal Arts Action Lab
project on school nutrition this spring. Jack
Hale is involved in numerous initiatives in
Hartford and has worked with the Office of
Community Service and Civic Engagement
as well as Trinity professors to engage
students through tree planting, Colt history
projects, and hosting volunteers at the
Church of the Good Shepherd.

Karolina Barrientos '22 Honored as
Newman Civic Fellow
“Karolina has demonstrated a strong
commitment to grassroots level social
change and inclusive community building
work at Trinity, in the Hartford community,
and beyond,” said Trinity College
President Joanne Berger-Sweeney.
Through the fellowship, Campus Compact
provides a variety of learning and
networking opportunities that emphasize
personal, professional, and civic growth.
Read more.

Community Action Gateway Launches
Spring Projects
The Community Action Gateway helps
students understand the multiple ways
that social change is happening in the city.
This semester, the cohort is jumping into
social change projects with Mutual Aid
Hartford, the CT Hall of Change, NARAL
Pro-Choice CT, and the YWCA Hartford.
Students and partners alike have been
flexible and willing to take on the challenge
of working together remotely – meeting
regularly over Zoom, allowing shifts in
project plans, and editing products using
collaborative platforms. Continue reading.

VITA Clinic, Technology Services, and
the Community Garden Keep Trinfo
Buzzing
The VITA clinic hosted at Trinfo is in full
swing with a contactless drop off model.
By the numbers, the VITA clinic has
already been a great success -- students
have prepared and submitted 191 returns
as of March 31, 2021. The VITA clinic is
open Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays. On
alternate days -- Monday, Wednesday, and
Saturday -- Trinfo is open for patrons.
Trinfo will return to its Monday through
Friday 9 am to 5 pm hours starting April
26th.
More here.

Introducing the Three Spring 2021
Action Lab Project Teams
The Action Lab spring project teams focus
on a diverse set of questions facing
Hartford from helping assess needs for
refugee families to increasing access to
health and fitness services for people with
disabilities. Students meet remotely in the
Action Research Methods course on
Monday afternoons and participate in one
of the three Hartford research project
teams.
Read more about the teams here.
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Upcoming events and deadlines related to CHER programs

Universities, Cities, and Social Justice: A Conversation between Ananya Roy and
Davarian Baldwin on April 12, 2021 at 7:00 pm. Free and open to the public,
pre-registration required. The first 200 pre-registrants can receive Professor
Baldwin's book, In the Shadow of the Ivory Tower. Contact
veronica.zuniga@trincoll.edu.

Tune into Performing Hartford on Facebook Live for performances with Hartford
artists on select Tuesdays this semester. More information.

TrinTHON is a student-run Miracle Network Dance at Trinity that raises funds
and awareness for kids being treated at Connecticut Children's.The group is not
able to have its usual dance event to fundraise, so instead, join in fundraising
online.

Know someone who has made outstanding contributions to Hartford’s southside
neighborhoods? Nominate them for a SINA Neighborhoods Service Award by
April 16, 2021.

Out of the Shadows: Hartford's First Black Church and School. A discussion
moderated by Jeff Partridge, Capital Community College's Action Lab Faculty
Director on April 22, 2021 at 12:00. Part of an NEH grant inspired by a Spring
2020 Action Lab project.
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