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Data Sources 

Trinity College Community Child Care Center (TC4) has 
served children ages 6 weeks - 5 years and 

their families since 1985. Their mission is to "serve the 
children and families of the surrounding Hartford 

community and the Trinity College community by 
providing high quality education in a safe and nurturing 
environment that celebrates the diversity…” TC4’s goal 

is to  serve a diverse group of families regardless of 
race, socioeconomic status, or disabilities. 

1. How has TC4 student enrollment by family income, 
race/ethnicity, and Trinity affiliation changed over 

time?
2. What qualities do higher-income families look for 

when choosing a child care center?
3. What qualities at TC4 currently attract higher-

income families, or could attract more?

I analyzed TC4 Enrollment Data from 2009-2019.

Major Findings 

TC4’s Strong Racial Diversity 
Limitations & Future Directions

10-year Enrollment Trends  

• Small sample size limits generalizability

• Only mothers participated

• Lack of pre-existing relationship with participants

• Find a quieter location to do interviews

• Consider alternative recruitment strategies (e.g.,

longer time frame, more word of mouth, etc.)

Next Steps 

Low-Income Enrollment Stable at around 60% • Highlight your unique features:

• Location and benefits being on a college campus

• NAEYC Accreditation  

• Teachers’ years of experience in Early Childhood 

Education

• Distinguish that you are affiliated with Trinity but not 

limited to Trinity Staff and Students 

• Increase activity/exposure on social media 

(e.g., Ask parents to share info about the center in 

Facebook groups) 

• Have open houses so people can see the center 

Recommendations for TC4 Parent Interview Findings

Top Preferences for Higher-Income Families

Teacher Experience vs Teacher Education 

Source: From TC4 Enrollment Data November 2019- November 2019

Note: Mix Race Include Latinx/White, Latinx/African America, White/ African American

Sources: From TC4 Enrollment Data November 2019- November 2019

Note: Low-Income is defined as 75% below median household income of Connecticut

Recommendations for Parents

• Advocate for more funding for early childhood 

programs

• Advocate how they would like to see changing in the 

early childhood education system 

Mistaken Assumption about TC4 

When asked to compare, 8 out of 8 parents preferred 
Teacher Experience over Teacher Education Level. 

“When you’re in it and you’ve been in the field for a long 
time, there are just things that you know, things that you 

learn that, and an extra year plus of education can’t give you 
that.” 

– West Hartford Mom of two young children

“Experience really speaks volumes.”

– West Hartford Mom of 2 year old boy

Parents assume that TC4 is Trinity staff and students only, 
but actually is open to all families  

“Is it for Trinity students and staff?”

– West Hartford mom of toddler girl Acknowledgements

Quantitative Methods   

Qualitative Methods

Rank of 
importance 

Qualities

1 Location

2 NAEYC Accreditation

3 Cost

4 STEAM

5 Diversity

6 Low student to teacher 
ratio

7 Bilingual Education

8 Hours of operation

Parents were asked to 

rank in order of 

importance what 

qualities they would 

like to see in child care 

services.  Location, 

Accreditation, and 

Cost were the top 3.

Since TC4 already serves around 60% low-income students, 
they need to avoid becoming too dependent on state 

funding programs.

No one racial group dominates in TC4’s Enrollment. 
Classrooms of racially mixed students will result in better 

quality early childhood education for all. 

Community Research Fellows 2019Source: From TC4 Enrollment Data November 2019- November 2019

I interviewed 8 mothers from higher income 
areas (West Hartford and Glastonbury) that I 

recruited via Facebook group posts. 


