
To: Erica Crowley 8/2/2021
Center for Hartford Engagement and Research

From: Alex Helberg, Visiting Assistant Professor of Writing and Rhetoric
RE: Community Learning Faculty Fellows Application

Dear Erica,

It is with great excitement that I write to you today to submit my application for the
Community Learning Faculty Fellowship (CLiFF) program at Trinity College. I am an
incoming Visiting Assistant Professor in the Allan K. Smith Center for Writing and
Rhetoric, and as a new faculty member I am looking forward with great anticipation to
learning with my students as we integrate into the Hartford community together. I was
informed during my interview process about the amazing work that CHER does with
Trinity faculty, students, and the Hartford community more broadly, and the Center’s
presence on our campus was one of the major factors that led me to accept an offer to
become a faculty member here. I am very eager to meet and work with you!

As a scholar with a background in community-engaged research (but coming to my first
faculty position out of graduate school), I am hoping to design a section of my Spring or
Fall 2022 RHET-125 course (Writing for a Digital World) with an integrated community
learning component centered on food insecurity and food justice in the Hartford area.
RHET-125 has an enrollment cap of 15 students, and is designed to give both Rhetoric
and Writing minors as well as non-majors hands-on experience working with
communication and composition using new media (such as social media, web writing,
podcasting, and other emerging digital genres). Given that roughly 1 in 9 people in
Hartford County experienced food insecurity even before the COVID-19 pandemic,1

this issue is an extremely exigent one for the people in our community, and one that I
believe many students would be eager to involve themselves with. Teaching students
about digital writing and communications in the service of alleviating food insecurity
also presents a multitude of different avenues for participation and engagement with
new media literacies, critical composition skills, as well as ethical dilemmas in advocacy
communications.

I have a number of preliminary ideas for community engagement projects and potential
partner organizations for which the work students do in this course could be beneficial.
I have isolated a short-list of partner organizations here:

● Foodshare (of Greater Hartford)
● End Hunger CT!
● Hartford Food System
● KNOX Urban Farm Consortium

These prospective partner organizations were selected based on their centrality to the
Hartford area and their sensitivity to the systemic issues that intersect with food
insecurity, such as poverty, racism, sexism, and homo/queer-phobia, among others.

1 h�ps://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2019/overall/connecticut/county/hartford

http://site.foodshare.org/site/PageServer?pagename=index
https://www.endhungerct.org/
https://www.hartfordfood.org/
https://www.knoxhartford.org/
https://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2019/overall/connecticut/county/hartford


They each conduct programs directly in the community and engage with people who
are food insecure, and all have potential avenues for partnerships listed on their
websites.

I have thus far developed a few specific ideas through which a community-university
partnership could be beneficial to both our students and the partner organization,
including:

● Organizing a fundraiser / benefit event for the organization: students design, test,
and produce promotional materials / develop and execute an awareness
campaign through various media.

● Creating promotional materials: students collaborate with members of the
organization to develop web content, brochures, or other materials that could
benefit the organization and help spread their message.

● Developing a podcast series: students design, conduct, and produce interviews
with members of the organization and/or the people they serve, with the
intention of raising public awareness of the organization’s work and educating
the local public about food insecurity in the Hartford area.

Given that I have several different ideas for partner organizations and types of
partnerships, I would greatly value support from the CLiFF program and CHER more
broadly for:

● Developing an ethical plan to support both student learning and a fully
reciprocal community-university partnership.

● Scaffolding student learning objectives that both fit the needs of the
course/department curriculum while also fully serving the needs of our partner
organization.

● Developing assessment tools that encourage student engagement with the
community partnership project without making the work “all about ge�ing a
good grade.”

I would relish the opportunity to learn from your expertise in community partnerships,
and to work with you in developing one of my own. Thank you for your time and
consideration, and I hope to meet and collaborate with you in the near future!

Sincerely,

Alex Helberg
Visiting Assistant Professor of Writing and Rhetoric
ahelberg@trincoll.edu
Office: (860)-297-4118
Cell: (651)-497-7699

mailto:ahelberg@trincoll.edu

